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TSA is testing facial recognition at more airports, raising privacy concerns 


Management Capabilities Manager Jason Lim demonstrates new facial recognition technology at a Baltimore-Washington 
International Thurgood Marshall Airport security checkpoint, Wednesday, April 26, 2023, in Glen Burnie, Md. 
Associated Press 
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By REBECCA SANTANA and 
RICK GENTILO 
Associated Press 
BALTIMORE (AP) — A pas- 
senger walks up to an airport 
security checkpoint, slips an 
ID card into a slot and looks 
into a camera atop a small 
screen. The screen flashes 
“Photo Complete” and the 
person walks through — all 
without having to hand over 
their identification to the 
TSA officer sitting behind the 
screen. 
It’s all part of a pilot project 
by the Transportation Secu- 
rity Administration to assess 
the use of facial recognition 
technology at a number of 
airports across the country. 
“What we are trying to do 
with this is aid the officers to 
actually determine that you 
are who you say who you 
are,” said Jason Lim, identity 
management 
capabilities 
manager, during a demon- 
stration of the technology to 
reporters at Baltimore-Wash- 
ington 
International 
Thur- 
good Marshall Airport. 
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TSA is testing facial recognition at more airports, raising privacy concerns 


Continued from Front 


The effort comes at a time 
when the use of various 
forms of technology to en- 
hance security and stream- 
line procedures is only in- 
creasing. 
TSA says the pilot is volun- 
tary and accurate, but crit- 
ics have raised concerns 
about questions of bias in 
facial recognition technol- 
ogy and possible repercus- 
sions for passengers who 
want to opt out. 
The technology is currently 
in 16 airports. In addition to 
Baltimore, it’s being used 
at Reagan National near 
Washington, D.C., airports 
in Atlanta, Boston, Dallas, 
Denver, Detroit, Las Vegas, 
Los Angeles, Miami, Orlan- 
do, Phoenix, Salt Lake City, 
San Jose, and Gulfport- 
Biloxi and Jackson in Mis- 
sissippi. However, it’s not 
at every TSA checkpoint 
so not every traveler go- 
ing through those airports 
would necessarily experi- 
ence it. 
Travelers put their driver’s li- 
cense into a slot that reads 
the card or place their 
passport photo against a 
card reader. Then they look 
at a camera on a screen 
about the size of an iPad, 
which captures their image 
and compares it to their 
ID. The technology is both 
checking to make sure 
the people at the airport 
match the ID they present 
and that the identification 
is in fact real. A TSA officer 
is still there and signs off on 
the screening. 
A small sign alerts travel- 
ers that their photo will be 
taken as part of the pilot 
and that they can opt out 
if they’d like. It also includes 
a QR code for them to get 
more information. 
Since it’s come out the pi- 
lot has come under scrutiny 
by some elected officials 
and privacy advocates. In 
a February letter to TSA, five 
senators — four Democrats 
and an Independent who 
is part of the Democratic 
caucus — demanded the 
agency stop the program, 
saying: “Increasing biomet- 
ric surveillance of Ameri- 
cans by the government 
represents a risk to civil lib- 
erties and privacy rights.” 


As various forms of tech- 
nology that use biometric 
information like face IDs, 
retina scans or fingerprint 
matches 
have 
become 
more pervasive in both the 
private sector and the fed- 
eral government, it’s raised 
concerns among privacy 
advocates about how this 
data is collected, who has 
access to it and what hap- 
pens if it gets hacked. 
Meg Foster, a justice fel- 
low at Georgetown Univer- 
sity’s Center on Privacy and 
Technology, said there are 
concerns about bias within 
the algorithms of various fa- 
cial recognition technolo- 
gies. Some have a harder 
time recognizing faces of 
minorities, 
for 
example. 
And there’s the concern of 
outside hackers figuring out 
ways to hack into govern- 
ment systems for nefarious 


aims. 
With regard to the TSA pi- 
lot, Foster said she has con- 
cerns that while the agency 
says it’s not currently storing 
the biometric data it col- 
lects, what if that changes 
in the future? 
And while people are al- 
lowed to opt out, she said 
it’s not fair to put the onus 
on harried passengers who 
might be worried about 
missing their flight if they do. 
“They might be concerned 
that if they object to face 
recognition, that they’re 
going to be under further 
suspicion,” Foster said. 
Jeramie Scott, with the 
Electronic Privacy Informa- 
tion Center, said that while 
it’s voluntary now it might 
not be for long. 
He noted that David Peko- 
ske, who heads TSA, said 
during a talk in April that 


eventually the use of bio- 
metrics would be required 
because they’re more ef- 
fective and efficient, al- 
though he gave no time- 
line. 
Scott said he’d prefer TSA 
not use the technology at 
all. At the least, he’d like to 
see an outside audit to ver- 
ify that the technology isn’t 
disproportionally affecting 
certain groups and that the 
images are deleted imme- 
diately. 
TSA says the goal of the 
pilot is to improve the ac- 
curacy of the identity veri- 
fication 
without 
slowing 
down the speed at which 
passengers pass through 
the checkpoints — a key is- 
sue for an agency that sees 
2.4 million passengers daily. 
The agency said early re- 
sults are positive and have 
shown no discernable dif- 


ference in the algorithm’s 
ability to recognize pas- 
sengers based on things 
like age, gender, race and 
ethnicity. 
Lim said the images aren’t 
being compiled into a da- 
tabase, and that photos 
and IDs are deleted. Since 
this is an assessment, in lim- 
ited circumstances some 
data 
is 
collected 
and 
shared with the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Secu- 
rity’s Science and Technol- 
ogy Directorate. TSA says 
that data is deleted after 
24 months. 
Lim said the camera only 
turns on when a person puts 
in their ID card — so it’s not 
randomly gathering imag- 
es of people at the airport. 
That also gives passengers 
control over whether they 
want to use it, he said. And 
he said that research has 
shown that while some al- 
gorithms do perform worse 
with certain demograph- 
ics, it also shows that high- 
er-quality algorithms, like 
the one the agency uses, 
are much more accurate. 
He said using the best avail- 
able cameras also is a fac- 
tor. 
“We take these privacy 
concerns and civil rights 
concerns very seriously, be- 
cause we touch so many 
people every day,” he said. 
Retired TSA official Keith 
Jeffries said the pandemic 
greatly accelerated the 
rollout of various types of 
this 
“touchless” 
technol- 
ogy, whereby a passenger 
isn’t handing over a docu- 
ment to an agent. And he 
envisioned a “checkpoint 
of the future” where a pas- 
senger’s face can be used 
to check their bags, go 
through the security check- 
points and board the plane 
— all with little to no need 
to pull out a boarding card 
or ID documents. 
He acknowledged the pri- 
vacy concerns and lack 
of trust many people have 
when it comes to giving 
biometric data to the fed- 
eral government, but said 
in many ways the use of 
biometrics is already deep- 
ly embedded in society 
through the use of privately 
owned technology. 
“Technology 
is 
here 
to 
stay,” he said.q 


Transportation Security Administration’s Identity Management Capabilities Manager Jason Lim 
discusses TSA’s new facial recognition technology during an interview with The Associated 
Press at a Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport security checkpoint, 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023, in Glen Burnie, Md. 


Associated Press 
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Prosecutor ends probe of FBI's Trump-Russia investigation 


By ERIC TUCKER and 
LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
special 
prosecutor 
has 
ended his four-year investi- 
gation into possible FBI mis- 
conduct in its probe of ties 
between Russia and Don- 
ald Trump's 2016 campaign 
with withering criticism of 
the bureau but a meager 
court record that fell far 
short of the former presi- 
dent's prediction he would 
uncover the "crime of the 
century." 
The report Monday from 
special counsel John Dur- 
ham represents the long- 
awaited culmination of an 
investigation 
that 
Trump 
and allies had claimed 
would 
expose 
massive 
wrongdoing by law en- 
forcement and intelligence 
officials. Instead, Durham's 
investigation 
delivered 
underwhelming 
results, 
with prosecutors securing 
a guilty plea from a little- 
known FBI employee but 
losing the only two criminal 
cases they took to trial. 
The roughly 300-page re- 
port catalogs what Durham 
says were a series of mis- 
steps by the FBI and Justice 
Department as investiga- 
tors undertook a politically 
explosive probe in the heat 
of the 2016 election into 
whether the Trump cam- 
paign was colluding with 
Russia to tip the outcome. It 
criticized the FBI for opening 


a full-fledged investigation 
based on "raw, unanalyzed 
and uncorroborated intel- 
ligence," saying the speed 
at which it did so was a de- 
parture from the norm. And 
it said investigators repeat- 
edly relied on "confirmation 
bias," ignoring or rational- 
izing away evidence that 
undercut their premise of 
a Trump-Russia conspiracy 
as they pushed the probe 
forward. 
"Again, the FBI's failure to 
critically analyze informa- 
tion that ran counter to the 
narrative of a Trump/Russia 
collusive relationship exhib- 


ited throughout Crossfire 
Hurricane is extremely trou- 
blesome," the report said. 
"Crossfire Hurricane" was 
the FBI code name for its 
investigation. 
The impact of Durham's re- 
port, though harshly critical 
of the FBI, is likely blunted 
by Durham's spotty pros- 
ecution record and by 
the fact that many of the 
seven-year-old episodes it 
cites were already exam- 
ined in depth by the Jus- 
tice Department's inspec- 
tor general. 
The FBI has also long since 
announced dozens of cor- 


rective actions. Still, Dur- 
ham's findings are likely to 
amplify scrutiny of the FBI at 
a time when Trump is again 
seeking the White House as 
well as offer fresh fodder for 
congressional Republicans 
who have launched their 
own investigation into the 
purported "weaponization" 
of the FBI and Justice De- 
partment. 
The FBI released a letter to 
Durham outlining chang- 
es it has made, including 
steps to ensure the accura- 
cy of secretive surveillance 
applications to eavesdrop 
on suspected terrorists and 


spies. It also stressed that 
the report focused on prior 
leadership. 
"Had those reforms been 
in place in 2016, the mis- 
steps identified in the report 
could have been prevent- 
ed. This report reinforces 
the importance of ensuring 
the FBI continues to do its 
work with the rigor, objec- 
tivity, and professionalism 
the American people de- 
serve and rightly expect," 
the FBI said in a statement. 
Durham, the former U.S. 
Attorney in Connecticut, 
was appointed in 2019 by 
Trump's attorney general, 
William Barr, soon after spe- 
cial counsel Robert Muel- 
ler had completed his in- 
vestigation into whether 
the 2016 Trump campaign 
had colluded with Russia to 
move the outcome of the 
election in his favor. 
The Mueller investigation 
resulted in roughly three 
dozen 
criminal 
charges, 
including convictions of a 
half-dozen Trump associ- 
ates, and concluded that 
Russia intervened on the 
Trump campaign's behalf 
and that the campaign 
welcomed the help. 
But Mueller's team did not 
find that they actually con- 
spired to sway the election, 
creating an opening for 
critics of the probe — in- 
cluding Barr himself — to 
complain that it had been 
launched without a proper 
basis.q 


Special counsel John Durham, the prosecutor appointed to investigate potential government 
wrongdoing in the early days of the Trump-Russia probe, leaves federal court in Washington, May 
16, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Former Detroit lawmaker joins race for Michigan seat in US Senate 


By JOEY CAPPELLETTI 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — For- 
mer state Rep. Leslie Love, 


a Democrat who repre- 
sented Detroit for six years 
in the Michigan Legisla- 
ture, announced Monday 


that she is running for the 
state's open U.S. Senate 
seat in 2024. Love served in 
the Michigan House from 
2015 to 2020, when she re- 
tired due to term limits. She 
joined the state's Natural 
Resource 
Committee 
in 
2021 before stepping down 
last week to pursue a Sen- 
ate campaign. 
"This election is about more 
than who raises the most 
money," Love said in state- 
ment. "We want to demon- 
strate to people that gov- 
ernment can work when 
we elect a leader from the 
people, by the people, 
who puts the people first." 
Love joins a small crowd 
of 
Democratic 
candi- 


dates, including business- 
man Nasser Beydoun and 
lawyer Zack Burns, who 
will contend with U.S. Rep. 
Elissa Slotkin in the primary. 
A third term representative 
in one of the country's most 
competitive districts, Slot- 
kin, the most high-profile 
name in the race, raised 
$3 million in the first month 
of her campaign after an- 
nouncing in February. 
If elected, Love would be 
Michigan's first black Sena- 
tor. She is also from Detroit, 
a city without Black rep- 
resentation 
in 
Congress 
for the first time since the 
early 1950s following four- 
term U.S. Rep. Brenda Law- 
rence's retirement last year. 


Longtime Democratic Sen. 
Debbie Stabenow shocked 
many in the state in Janu- 
ary when she announced 
she would not seek a fifth 
term and would retire at 
the end of next year, leav- 
ing an open Senate seat 
in one of the country's pre- 
mier battlegrounds. Stabe- 
now has said she will not 
endorse in the Democratic 
primary. 
Republicans 
Michael 
Hoover and Nikki Snyder, 
a State Board of Educa- 
tion member, are also run- 
ning for the seat. Republi- 
cans have taken just one 
of Michigan's last 15 Sen- 
ate races, winning an open 
seat in 1994.q 


Michigan state Rep. Leslie Love, D-Detroit, speaks at the state 
Capitol in Lansing, Mich., July 12, 2017. 
Associated Press 
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By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Carlos Al- 
caraz didn’t see this one 
coming. How could he 
have? 
About to reclaim the No. 1 
ranking, Alcaraz was pretty 
much pushed off the court 
at the Italian Open by 
135th-ranked 
Hungarian 
qualifier Fabian Marozsan 
6-3, 7-6 (4) in the third round 
on Monday. 
Alcaraz suffered his earliest 
defeat since October. 
He’d won 30 of 32 match- 
es this year and was on a 
12-match winning streak on 
clay after consecutive titles 
in Barcelona and Madrid. 
He secured a return to the 
top spot next week by win- 
ning his opening match in 
Rome. But he was caught 
off guard by how Marozsan 
dictated with spectacular 
play all over the court, in- 
cluding drop shots that Al- 
caraz had no answer for. 
“I just didn’t feel comfort- 
able. He made me feel 
uncomfortable on court,” 
Alcaraz said. “He was ag- 
gressive all the time. He was 
playing inside the baseline 
all the time. It was tough for 
me to get into the match, 


into the rally. I made a lot of 
mistakes that I usually don’t 
make too much.” 
The result means Alcaraz 
will go into the French Open 
which starts in less than two 
weeks and where he will be 
the top seed coming off a 
dispiriting defeat. 
Making matters even more 
surprising was that this is the 
first time Marozsan is play- 


ing in the main draw of an 
ATP tournament. 
“He surprise(d) me a lot. His 
level was really, really high,” 
Alcaraz said. “I’m sure he’s 
going to break the top 100 
very, very soon.” 
Marozsan posted his first 
victories over top-100 play- 
ers in the first two rounds 
when he beat No. 67 
Corentin Moutet and 32nd- 


seeded Jiri Lehecka. 
“Everything 
was 
perfect 
today: 
The 
crowd, 
the 
weather, the court,” Ma- 
rozsan said after stunning 
the packed stadium on 
Campo Centrale. 
“I just try to do something 
special or winning a few 
games or maybe a set or 
something like this, and I 
just beat the world No. 1 


he’s our best in the sport.” 
Alcaraz led 4-1 in the tie- 
breaker but Marozsan won 
six straight points to close it 
out. 
“It’s amazing. I don’t know 
what happened during the 
points,” Marozsan said. “I 
just try to hit back every ball 
and try to do my best.” 
Late in the second set, Al- 
caraz tried firing himself up 
by yelling “Vamos” every 
time he won a significant 
point. But Marozsan just 
kept coming, unleashing 
an 82 mph (132 kph) back- 
hand winner up the line to 
conclude one point and 
winning several close ex- 
changes at the net. 
By the end, Marozan had 
twice as many winners as 
Alcaraz, 24 to 12, and far 
fewer unforced errors, 13 to 
24. “I couldn’t follow his lev- 
el,” Alcaraz said. “He was 
at the same level the whole 
match. That is very, very dif- 
ficult. He deserves the win. 
If he plays at that level, he’s 
going to surprise more than 
one (player).” Marozsan will 
next face Borna Coric, who 
continued his solid form on 
clay by beating Roberto 
Carballes Baena 7-6 (3), 
6-1. q 


Fabian Marozsan returns the ball to Carlos Alcaraz at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in 
Rome, Monday, May 15, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Alcaraz stunned by Hungarian qualifier at Italian Open 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — The 
Philadelphia Inquirer says 
a weekend cyberattack 
caused the biggest dis- 
ruption to its operations in 
27 years and prevented it 
from publishing its Sunday 
print edition. 
The attack was detected 
Saturday 
morning 
when 
employees found that the 
paper’s content-manage- 
ment system wasn’t work- 
ing, the Inquirer reported 
on its website. 
The 
paper 
“discovered 
anomalous activity on se- 
lect computer systems and 
immediately took those sys- 
tems off-line,” Inquirer pub- 
lisher Lisa Hughes said. 
The cyberattack caused 
the largest disruption to the 
publication of Pennsylva- 
nia’s largest news organiza- 
tion the company publish- 
es The Philadelphia Inquirer 
and The Philadelphia Daily 


News since a blizzard in 
January 1996, the compa- 
ny reported. 
Weekend 
editor 
Diane 
Mastrull said Monday that 
the newspaper had been 
dealing with an “extraordi- 
narily busy weekend,” with 
three nights of Taylor Swift 
concerts, the Philadelphia 
76ers playing a playoffs 
game 7 and mayoral can- 
didates making their final 
pitches to voters. 
“I’m amazed to say we 
got all of that coverage 
on our website in our elec- 
tronic edition on Sunday 
and then in the papers to- 
day,” Mastrull said, calling 
that an extraordinary feat 
by systems personnel and 
requiring 
patience 
from 
reporters and editors using 
workarounds to write and 
edit stories as well as being 
in “the awkward position” 
of having to report on the 


paper itself. 
On 
Sunday, 
subscribers 
were sent the early “bull- 
dog” edition of the paper 
that didn’t include stories 
written Saturday, Mastrull 
said. On Monday, how- 
ever, subscribers got “the 
full Monday paper on their 
doorstep,” she said, adding 
that workers assume that 
will be the case Wednes- 
day 
morning, 
“when 
people will be looking for 
election results.” Classified 
advertisements, 
including 
death notices, will not ap- 
pear until Wednesday, of- 
ficials said. 
“We asked questions and 
did not get many answers, 
and that has frustrated the 
staff, but I understand it’s 
a very complex situation,” 
she said, adding that em- 
ployees 
and 
subscribers 
remain concerned about 
whether 
their 
personal 


data may have been com- 
promised. 
And employees have been 
barred from working in the 
newspaper offices at least 
through Tuesday, with the 
company saying that was 


necessary “because ac- 
cess to company internet 
servers has been disrupt- 
ed,” Mastrull said. Hughes 
said the company was 
looking into co-working ar- 
rangements for Tuesday.q 


A Philadelphia Inquirer newspaper vending machine stands in 
Philadelphia on Nov. 30, 2006. 


Associated Press 


Philadelphia Inquirer hit by cyberattack causing disruption 
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By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Palestinian President Mah- 
moud Abbas urged the 
United Nations on Monday 
to suspend Israel’s mem- 
bership unless it implements 
resolutions 
establishing 
separate Jewish and Arab 
states and the return of Pal- 
estinian refugees. 
Abbas spoke during the first 
official U.N. commemora- 
tion of the flight of hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians 
from what is now Israel fol- 
lowing the U.N.’s partition 
of British-ruled Palestine into 
separate Jewish and Arab 
states 75 years ago. 
Israel’s U.N. ambassador, 
Gilad Erdan, had sent let- 
ters to General Assembly 
ambassadors 
condemn- 
ing the commemoration 
and urging them not to 
attend what he called an 
“abominable event” and 
a “blatant attempt to dis- 
tort history.” He said those 
who attended would be 
condoning 
antisemitism 
and giving a green light to 
Palestinians “to continue 
exploiting international or- 
gans to promote their libel- 
ous narrative.” 
Israel and the United States 
were among those that 
boycotted the commemo- 
ration of what is known as 
the Nakba, or catastrophe. 
In an hourlong emotion- 
charged speech, Abbas 
asked the world’s nations 
why more than 1,000 reso- 
lutions adopted by U.N. 
bodies regarding the Pal- 
estinians had never been 
implemented. He held up 
a letter from Israel’s foreign 
minister, Moshe Sharett, af- 
ter resolutions were adopt- 
ed in 1947 and 1948 prom- 
ising to implement them 
and said: “Either they do 
respect these obligations, 
or they stop becoming a 
member.” 
The 
General 
Assembly, 
which had 57 member na- 
tions in 1947, approved the 
resolution dividing Palestine 
by a vote of 33-13 with 10 
abstentions. The Jewish side 
accepted the U.N. partition 
plan and after the British 
mandate expired in 1948, 
Israel declared its indepen- 


dence. The Arabs rejected 
the plan and neighboring 
Arab countries launched 
a war against the Jewish 
state. 
The Nakba commemorates 
the estimated 700,000 Pal- 
estinians who fled or were 
forced from their homes in 
1948. 
The fate of these refugees 
and their descendants es- 
timated at over 5 million 
across the Middle East re- 
mains a major disputed is- 
sue in the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. Israel rejects demands 
for a mass return of refu- 
gees to long-lost homes, 
saying it would threaten 
the country’s Jewish char- 
acter. 
Abbas specifically blamed 
Britain, as Palestine’s ruler 
before the 1947 partition, 
and the United States, Isra- 
el’s most important ally, for 
the flight of the Palestinians. 
He said the most impor- 
tant right Palestinians are 
demanding now is self-de- 
termination based on June 
1967 borders. He reiterated 
that the Palestinians have 
agreed to accept 22% of 
the 1947 territory as part of 
a two-state solution to the 
decades-old 
Israeli-Pales- 
tinian conflict, not the 44% 


they were given in the par- 
tition. 
Abbas said Palestinians are 
not against Jews, but “I am 
against those who occupy 
our land.” 
He said Israel should rec- 
ognize and apologize for 
the Nakba and pay com- 
pensation to the refugees 
and for land it now oc- 
cupies. And he said that if 
these root causes are not 
addressed, 
the 
Palestin- 
ians will continue to pursue 
legal action, especially at 
the International Criminal 
Court, which was greeted 
by loud applause from the 
large audience in a U.N. 
conference room. 
Israel has remained defiant. 
“We will fight the ‘Nakba’ 
lie with full strength and we 
won’t allow the Palestinians 
to continue to spread lies 
and distort history,” Foreign 
Minister Eli Cohen said in a 
statement. 
As the 75th anniversary 
approached, 
the 
now 
193-member General As- 
sembly approved a resolu- 
tion last Nov. 30 by a vote 
of 90-30 with 47 abstentions 
requesting the U.N. Com- 
mittee on the Exercise of 
the Inalienable Rights of 
the Palestinian People to 


organize a high-level event 
on May 15 to commemo- 
rate the Nakba. The Unit- 
ed States was among the 
countries that joined Israel 
in voting against the resolu- 
tion. 
Explaining why a U.N. com- 
memoration took so long, 
Palestinian U.N. Ambassa- 
dor Riyad Mansour told The 
Associated Press on Friday 
that the Palestinians have 
moved cautiously at the 
United Nations since the 
General Assembly raised 
their status in 2012 from a 
non-member observer to 
a non-member observer 
state. 
U.N. recognition as a state 
enabled the Palestinians 
to join treaties, take cases 
against Israel’s occupation 
to the International Crimi- 
nal Court and the Inter- 
national Court of Justice, 
which is the U.N.’s high- 
est tribunal, and in 2019 to 
chair the Group of 77, the 
U.N. coalition of 134 mainly 
developing 
nations 
and 
China, he said. 
The Nakba commemora- 
tion comes as Israeli-Pal- 
estinian fighting has inten- 
sified and protests over 
Prime 
Minister 
Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s 
right-wing 


government and its plan to 
overhaul Israel’s judiciary 
show no sign of abating. 
Israel’s polarization and the 
Netanyahu government’s 
extremist 
positions 
have 
also sparked growing inter- 
national concern. 
Mansour said Friday that 
Palestinian refugees “are 
being 
forcibly 
removed 
from their homes and forc- 
ibly transferred by Israel at 
an unprecedented rate,” 
reminiscent of 1948. 
In a speech to the U.N. Se- 
curity Council on April 25, 
Palestinian Foreign Minis- 
ter Riyad Malki renewed 
his call for countries that 
haven’t yet recognized the 
state of Palestine “to do so 
as a means to salvage the 
moribund two-state solu- 
tion.” He also urged coun- 
tries to support the Palestin- 
ian request for full member- 
ship in the United Nations, 
which would demonstrate 
international support for a 
two-state solution where Is- 
raelis and Palestinians lived 
side-by-side in peace. 
To hurt Israel economically, 
Malki urged countries to 
ban products from Israeli 
settlements and trade with 
settlements, to “sanction 
those who collect funds for 
settlements and those who 
advocate for them and 
those who advance them,” 
and to list settler organiza- 
tions that carry out killings 
and burnings as “terrorist 
organizations.” 
And he urged the interna- 
tional community to take 
Israel to the International 
Court of Justice. The Gen- 
eral Assembly asked the 
court in December to give 
its opinion on the legal con- 
sequences of Israel’s occu- 
pation of Palestinian territo- 
ries, a move denounced by 
Israel.q 


Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas speaks during a conference to support Jerusalem at the 
Arab League headquarters in Cairo, Egypt, on Feb. 12, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Palestinian President Abbas urges U.N. to suspend Israel 
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By 
JINTAMAS 
SAKSORN- 
CHAI 
Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP) — Pacific 
Island 
leaders 
criticized 
rich countries on Monday 
for not doing enough to 
control 
climate 
change 
despite being responsible 
for much of the problem, 
and for making money off 
of loans provided to vulner- 
able nations to mitigate the 
effects. Leaders and rep- 
resentatives from Pacific 
Island nations demanded 
at a U.N. climate change 
conference 
in 
Bangkok 
that the world make more 
effort to put aside differ- 
ences in combating the 
environmental impact, es- 
pecially as their countries 
emerge from the econom- 
ic devastation of the CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. 
Prime Minister Mark Brown 
of the Cook Islands said the 
finance model for combat- 
ting climate change giving 
out loans to reduce the im- 
pact is “not the way to go” 
for countries in his region 
with such small populations 
that 
produce 
“inconse- 
quential amounts of car- 
bon emissions” but suffer 
the most from the effects. 
He encouraged a shift to- 
ward grants or interest-free 


loans to help ease the fi- 
nancial burden on poorer 
countries. 
“All we’re doing is adding 
debt to countries that have 
come out of COVID with 
increased debt, and to me 
it is actually quite offensive 
that we would be required 
to borrow money to build 
resilience, and to borrow 
from the very countries 
that are causing climate 


change,” he told The Asso- 
ciated Press. 
Brown said his country lost 
an estimated 41% of its GDP 
because of the pandemic, 
“a loss of a decade’s worth 
of prosperity.” He said he 
will give this message to 
leaders when he represents 
his tiny South Pacific nation 
with a population of about 
17,000 at a summit later this 
week of the Group of Sev- 


en leading industrialized 
nations in Japan, where he 
hopes to be able to speak 
on a more equal footing 
to the leaders than as “a 
grateful recipient” to “be- 
nevolent donors.” 
Palau President Surangel 
S. Whipps Jr. agreed that 
financing opportunities are 
“few and difficult,” and 
criticized wealthy countries 
for failing to commit to pro- 


vide the financial help they 
had promised, which he 
said represents only a tiny 
portion of their prioritized 
expenditures such as the 
military. 
“We didn’t cause the prob- 
lem, but now they’re going 
to make money off of us 
by giving us a loan so we 
can pay back with inter- 
est,” he told The Associated 
Press. “So now you have to 
adapt, but we’ll give you 
money and make money 
off of you by giving you 
that money to adapt. That 
doesn’t make sense.” 
Whipps said Palau’s econo- 
my relies heavily on tourism, 
which is greatly threatened 
by the impact of climate 
change. 
The 
country’s 
economic security is also a 
major issue in Palau’s nego- 
tiations with the U.S. on the 
“Compacts of Free Asso- 
ciation,” a broader agree- 
ment that will govern its 
relations with Washington 
for the next two decades. 
Those ties grant the U.S. 
unique military and other 
security rights in the islands 
in return for substantial aid. 
Whipps said the administra- 
tion of President Joe Biden 
has 
promised 
approxi- 
mately $900 million over the 
20-year period. q 


Palau President Strangle S. Whipps Jr. attends The 79th commission session of the Economic and 
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific at U.N. regional office in Bangkok, Thailand, Monday, 
May 15, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Pacific Island leaders urge world to put aside differences in 
combating impact of climate change 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Amy Pope 
of the United States el- 
bowed aside her European 
boss Monday to land the 
top job at the International 
Organization for Migration, 
winning her bid to become 
the first woman to lead the 
U.N. migration agency. 
Pope, 49, defeated IOM 
Director General Antonio 
Vitorino of Portugal, the Eu- 
ropean Union candidate, 
who swept into the post 
five years ago by trouncing 
a candidate put up by the 
Trump 
administration 
for 
a job that was long been 
held by Americans. 
Vitorino’s prospects for a 


second term were cloud- 
ed after Pope, with strong 
backing from the Biden 
administration, 
won 
the 
first round on a 98-67 vote. 
After a lunch break, word 
emerged that Vitorino had 
pulled out of the race. 
His withdrawal paved the 
way for Pope to win by ac- 
clamation after member 
states decided to forgo 
what was suddenly a for- 
mality: the IOM rules requir- 
ing a two-thirds majority to 
win an election. 
Pope and Vitorino shook 
hands and smiled as they 
arrived together for the an- 
nouncement that she had 
won. She is expected to 
start her five-year term on 


Oct. 1, the IOM said in a 
statement. 
The face-off was unusual in 
that Pope was looking to 
unseat her boss in a contest 
between allies. The United 
States and Portugal are fel- 
low NATO members. 
“Ms. Pope’s election re- 
flects a broad endorse- 
ment by member states of 
her vision to keep people 
at the heart of IOM’s mis- 
sion, while implementing 
key governance and bud- 
get reforms to ensure IOM is 
prepared to meet the chal- 
lenges it faces,” U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Antony Blinken 
said in a statement. 
Eight of the agency’s 10 
directors general since the 


International Organization 
for Migration was founded 
72 years ago have been 
American. q 


Amy Pope from the U.S. is pictured during the elections 
process of the director general position for the ‘International 
Organization for Migration’ (IOM) in Geneva, Switzerland, 
Monday, May 15, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.N. migration agency elects American as 1st woman director 
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The surge of illegal vacation homes on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—While 
the 
surge of vacations on the 
island has brought with it 
new economic opportuni- 
ties, it also brought a flour- 
ishing illegal market. Illegal 
vacation homes began to 
surge around the island. 
These are properties rented 
out to tourists without ap- 
propriate registration, lo- 
cal permit of adherence to 
health and security regula- 
tions. 


What’s attraction of quick- 
earned money, along with 
risks perceived as under de- 
tected, has tempted many 
home owners to partake in 
this illegal business. The lack 
of regulation and supervi- 
sion in the early stages of 
this industry has nurtured 
the proliferation of illegal 
rentals on the island. 


The surge of illegal vaca- 
tion homes on Aruba has 
significant negative effects 
on the island. 


Economic Impact 
Illegal 
vacation 
homes 
evade local taxes and reg- 
ulation fees, which cause 
significant damage to the 
economy of Aruba. This lost 
entry could be used to im- 
prove local infrastructure, 
improve touristic services 
and finance other public 
projects. 


Competition and distortion 
within the market 
Illegal rental homes that 
do not adhere to regula- 
tions and that do not pay 
license fees, could permit 
lower prices compared to 
the legal market. This un- 
fair competition can cause 
damage to legitimate va- 
cation rentals and hotels, 
causing 
distortion 
within 


the market. 


Impact on local commu- 
nity 
A surge of tourists within 
residential neighborhoods, 
fueled by the illegal vaca- 
tion rentals, could disrupt 
local living. Noises, traffic 
and potential damage to 
community resources and 
facilities is a common prob- 


lem, creating a fragile re- 
lationship between locals 
and tourists. 


Safety and experience of 
tourists 
Often time, illegal renting 
does not follow standard 
security regulations, which 
could put the safety of 
tourists at risks. Additionally, 
service quality could not 
meet expectations, nega- 
tively affecting the experi- 
ences of tourists and the 
reputation of Aruba as a 
tourist destination. 


This is why it is important for 
the government of Aruba 
to start attending to this ille- 
gal phenomenon that is cir- 
cling around the island, to 
prevent the further growth 
of an illegitimate industry 
and the negative effects 
that this brings with it. q 


Pictures are illustrative. 


Three Rivers Real Estate declares to be complying with 
all legal construction permits 


(Oranjestad)—According 
to different articles pub- 
lished in the last few days 
by the local news outlet 
‘24ora’, Three Rivers Real 
Estate VBA has declared 
that the permits from DOW 
(Department 
of 
Public 
Works) for the construction 
of the Secrets Hotel in Baby 
Beach are legal. 


The real estate agency 
took note of the accusa- 
tions that they do not re- 
spect the order of judicial 
sentencing, and consid- 
ered them very serious and 
completely 
unfounded. 
Through a press release on 
May 11th, they expressed 
that they do indeed com- 
ply with legal terms re- 
quired for the construction 
permit, though this process 
did take a long time. 


“Nor is it true that the court 
has annulled our license. 
There were a lot of judicial 
cases against the con- 
struction permits obtained 
by Three Rivers, who has 


always respected court 
sentencing, including the 
last.” 
They have assured that 
they are currently evalu- 
ating their legal options 
and are going to continue 
management in compli- 
ance with Aruban law 
and the sentencing of the 
Court of Administrations 
Lar. 


“Three Rivers is sorry to see 


the company painted as 
a foreign developer that 
does not respect or com- 
ply with local laws and 
judge 
sentences; 
that 
can’t be further from the 
truth. Three Rivers hope to 
finalize this hotel project to 
contribute to the econo- 
my of Aruba, specifically 
that of San Nicolas,” the 
press release read. 
For more than a week, the 
Secrets Baby Beach Ho- 


tel was a hot topic in the 
news due to a press re- 
lease that the real estate 
agency 
has 
published, 
in which indicates that a 
group of inhabitants from 
Sero Colorado have point- 
ed out that the by law, the 
Three Rivers project has a 
suspended license, and is 
thus not authorized to con- 
tinue work on the hotel. 
Last Friday, members of 
the San Nicolas Business 


Association (SNBA) have 
shared their perspective 
on the matter, in which 
they assured that the ho- 
tel that must be open by 
November next year, is 
experiencing 
an 
unfair 
back lash from the public, 
while other commercial 
construction 
projects 
in 
the west side area of the 
island are not given the 
same type of negative at- 
tention. q 
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World Migratory Bird Day 2023 


Oranjtestad - World Migra- 
tory Bird Day is a day that 
creates awareness about 
the importance of preserv- 
ing migratory birds and 
their habitats. World Migra- 
tory Bird Day is celebrated 
twice a year, on May 13 
and October 14. 


This year's theme is water. 
Since migratory birds travel 
enormous distances, water 
is essential to their journey. 
The quality and quantity 
of available water is under 
constant threat worldwide. 
That is why many world or- 
ganizations jointly set up 
strategic 
campaigns 
to 
draw attention to World Mi- 
gratory Bird Day. 


This collaboration should 
lead to greater awareness 
of migratory birds and their 
needs. The hope is that 
more international organi- 
zations will join, not only for 
the good of the birds but 
also for their habitats. 


The Directorate of Nature 
and Environment (DNM) 
recognizes the importance 
of our bays and wetlands 
for 
the 
migratory 
birds 
that need to rest, eat and 
breed. The condition of the 
habitat must be favorable 
for the birds. Migratory birds 
depend on various water 
sources such as ocean wa- 
ter, lagoons, rivers, dams, 
wetlands, and bays. These 
locations have trees that 
serve as food and breed- 
ing grounds for the birds 
and shelter. These areas 
are essential for the birds to 
rest after or before the long 
journey. 


Unfortunately, the aquatic 
habitat and ecosystem are 
under constant threat from 
humans. In Aruba, this is no 
exception, as the high de- 
mand for land for housing 
and the severe drought 
threatens the ideal condi- 
tions for these birds. The 
main habitat for birds in 
Aruba is the Bubali Plas, 


which is full of spectacular 
birds. 


The DNM urges the com- 
munity to be careful when 


dealing with wild local and 
migratory birds. The "Na- 
tional Decree on Protected 
Flora and Fauna" is avail- 
able at dnmaruba.org and 
contains the list of protect- 
ed birds in Aruba. 


In this list you will find birds 
like the Blue Tails emerald, 
the Ruby Topaz Humming- 
bird, 
Peregrine 
Falcon, 
the 
Yellow 
Shouldered 
Amazon, the national bird 
Brown-Throated 
Parakeet 
and the national symbol 
the Burrowing Owl.q 
: Blenchi (Blue Tails Emerald) 


Blenchi Dornasol (Ruby Topaz Hummingbird) 


Lora (Yellow Shouldered Amazon) 


Prikichi (Brown Throated Parakeet) 


Shoco (Burrowing Owl) 
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Aruba Tourism Authority 
honored loyal visitors at 
Manchebo Beach Resort 
& Spa 


The Aruba Tourism Author- 
ity 
recently 
recognized 
Distinguished and Good- 
will Ambassadors of Aruba. 
Presenting the Ambassa- 
dors with the respectively 
certificate as a token of 
appreciation. 


The honoring certification 
program is granted to am- 
bassadors, to recognize, 
the loyalty, friendships, and 
visits to Aruba. For con- 
secutively choosing Aruba 
as their preferred vaca- 
tion destination each year. 
The Honoring certification 
program has three levels, 
which are divided accord- 
ing to the number of con- 
secutive years visiting the 
island of Aruba. 


Honoring Levels: 
Distinguished 
Ambassa- 
dors: 10> years 
Goodwill 
Ambassadors: 
20> years 
Emerald Ambassadors: 35> 
years 


Honorees were: 
Distinguished Ambassadors 
10> years: 
Timo Sven Schubert resi- 
dents of Hessen, Germany 
(have been visiting Aruba 
for 10 years consecutively). 
Goodwill Ambassadors 20> 
years: 
Kenneth & Doreen Holt 
residents of Connecticut, 
United States (have been 
visiting Aruba for 30 years 


consecutively). 


Ms. Marouska Heyliger rep- 
resenting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and members of 
the Manchebo Beach Re- 
sort & Spa bestowed the 
certification of the Ambas- 
sadors of Aruba. The hon- 
orees were presented with 
the official certificate, and 
with memorable gifts. 


On behalf of the Govern- 
ment of Aruba, we would 
like to express our gratitude 
and appreciation to all 
the Ambassadors for mak- 
ing Aruba their preferred 
vacation 
destination 
for 
so many years. We are so 
thankful to have had such 
wonderful Ambassadors as 
our visitors after all these 
years! Aruba is unquestion- 
ably their home away from 
home! 


According 
to 
Honorees 
these are the top reasons 
for returning to Aruba: 
Mr. Timo Schubert reasons: 
Sun, Sand, Sea 
Out of Hurricane Belt 
Friendliness 
Safety 
Sophisticated Infrastructure 


Mr. Kenneth Holt & Doreen 
Holt reasons: 
Weather 
People 
Beach 
Great Restaurants 
Love Everything About Aru- 
ba q 
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RCC Aruba Presents 2nd Edition of Spectacular Live Acrobatic 
Dance Show at the Paseo Herencia Ballroom 


ORANJESTAD - Rhythm Cir- 
cus Company Aruba (RCC 
Aruba) is thrilled to an- 
nounce the highly antici- 
pated 2nd edition of their 
breathtaking live acrobatic 
dance show, taking place 
every Wednesday and Fri- 
day at 7pm in the Paseo 
Herencia Ballroom. 


Building on their excep- 
tional 
performance 
on 
America's Got Talent, RCC 
Aruba is ready to captivate 
audiences once again with 
their awe-inspiring talent 
and mesmerizing routines. 
Featuring a fusion of acro- 


batics, dance, and stun- 
ning choreography, RCC 
Aruba promises an un- 
forgettable 
experience 
that will leave spectators 
amazed and enthralled. 
The performers will show- 
case their incredible skills, 
pushing the boundaries of 
what is possible in the realm 
of live entertainment. 
Don't miss your chance 
to witness the artistry and 
athleticism of RCC Aruba 
at Paseo Herencia. Book 
your tickets now and pre- 
pare to be amazed by this 
extraordinary showcase of 
talent.q 


Another Treasure of Aruba’s Beaches: Sea Glass! 


NOORD - It is hard to imag- 
ine this happening today, 
but 
years 
ago 
people 
dumped all kinds of refuse 
straight into the ocean, 
including old cars, and 
their household garbage, 
which of course included 
lots of glass. Over the next 
30 
years 
the 
pounding 
waves cleaned the beach, 
by breaking down every- 
thing but glass and pot- 
tery. The pounding waves 
washed the trash up and 
down, back and forth. Tons 
of polished, broken glass 
pieces were created by 
the pounding surf. These 
smoothened, colored glass 
particles then settled along 
the sea shore in millions, 
and that is why you can 
find these beautiful and 
colorful pieces on the north 
shore beaches of Aruba. 


Especially on the strip on 
white sand between the fa- 
mous Natural Bridge” and 
the huge red anchor close 
to “Grapefield” beach you 
will be able to find your own 


pieces of sea glass. The sea 
glass that was created is 
the product of a very long 
and interesting process. It 
can take anywhere from 
10 to 30 years to make sea 
glass. The name for any 
piece of glass that finds its 
way to the ocean and tum- 
bles around in the water 
long enough is “Sea glass. 


The colorful pieces of glass 
are being used for decora- 


tion, handcrafts and jew- 
elry! 
Once glass makes its way 
into the ocean, the glass is 
broken up into shards and is 
tumbled around in the wa- 
ter, where sand and other 
rocks act like sandpaper to 
smooth out its rough edges. 
Sometimes as the sea glass 
is passed through fire, it be- 
comes fire glass, the rarest 
of sea glass with certain 
inclusions, just like precious 
gems. 


For years, the water beat 
against the different kinds 
of trash being dumped. 
Glass, 
household 
appli- 
ances and even motor 
parts were discarded on 
the beach. The waves and 
weather conditions wore 
down the overwhelming 
amount of garbage in the 
water, creating millions of 


beautiful smooth rocks. 


It’s hard to believe the 
short-sighted mistakes we 
were making that could 
have 
potentially 
ruined 
these beautiful beaches. 
But thanks to natural pro- 
cesses, the ocean trans- 
formed the trash into the 
sea glass. 
Each colored gem on the 
beach has its own story. 


The ruby red glass stones 
are typically from old car 
tail-lights. 


Then, the sapphire rocks 
are the remnants of bro- 
ken apothecary bottles. 
The most common and 
the easiest to find are the 
brown 
(Amstel 
& 
Polar 
beer), 
green 
(Heineken 
& Balashi beer) and clear 
glass which are the soft 
much loved “soft drink” 
bottles. 


If you like to see the sea 


glass for yourself, and be 
in awe of the power of na- 
ture, rent a car or jeep and 
go explore our deserted 
beaches on the north side 
of the island. Make it a fun 
family day! 
Even if we didn’t mean to 
pollute the Beaches how 
we did, it is inspiring to see 
just how the earth can cor- 
rect our mistakes. 


Funny, 
how 
trash 
can 
change into treasures! 


Everybody knows that you 
are not allowed to take 
local shells home, but the 
people working at the air- 
port have no problem you 
taking sea glass home. A 
few of those pieces make 
great souvenirs. You can 
place them in a wine glass 
or large bottle for decora- 
tion and every time you 
look at it a smile will light up 
your face thinking back of 
your unforgettable Aruba 
vacation! q 
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Exchange of poetry and literature: the main goal of the poets 
invited to the Aruba International Poetry Encounter 


(Oranjestad)—The 
Aruba 
International 
Poetry 
En- 
counter began last Tues- 
day, May 9th; a project or- 
ganized by Maria Silva-Hart 
from the Basha Foundation, 
along with Aruban-Argen- 
tine poet, Arturo Desimone, 
and which took place for 
the first time in Aruba. The 
event ends on May 18th 
and is filled with all sorts of 
activities, meetings, pre- 
sentation and workshops 
on the art of poetry and lit- 
erature. 


Our reporter had the oppor- 
tunity to sit down with some 
of the poets invited to this 
meeting to talk about their 
careers, their history within 
the poetry world and their 
expectations for this event. 


America Merino, poet and 
translator from Viña del Mar 
in Chile, shared that she 
translates 
poetry 
pieces 
from Italian to Spanish. She 
studied translation in Flor- 
ence, Italy, and from there 
she kept reading, learning 
and translating. 


From a young age, Merino 
always liked poetry. In ele- 
mentary school, she always 
looked forward to the po- 
etry sessions and the end of 
the year, but it wasn’t until 
after she left school and 
went on to university that 
she took poetry seriously 
and tried it professionally. 


“When I joined the founda- 
tion of Pablo Nerudo, I took 
a workshop with the direc- 
tor. From there, I started 
developing and perfecting 
my skills little by little in the 
field of poetry. I got rec- 
ommended by poets and 


writers from Chile, as well as 
from other countries, and 
through this I learned even 
faster,” she stated. 


In terms of her stay in Aru- 
ba—her first time on the is- 
land, Merina said that she 
is enthralled by the beauty 
of the island: “It really is a 
happy island, it’s so beauti- 
ful. I don’t think there any- 
thing like this back in Chile 
and 
everything 
surprises 
me; from the intense bright 
color of the sky to the su- 
per friendly people and 
the great food. I’m always 
meeting a lot of poets from 
around the world.” 


In terms of her expectations 
of this event and what she 
hopes to get out of it, she 
remarked that she hopes 
she could shares poetry, 
have the space to share 
her work as well as others’ 
work, especially those she 
translated: “I want to bring 
poetry from Chile here,” 


she expressed. 


Marta Jazming Garcia is 
an artist from Puerto Rico 
who performed in differ- 
ent areas in the world of 
poetry and literature. Gar- 
cia shared that she mainly 
writes poetry, but she is also 
an academic in literature. 


She is also an illustrator. She 
explained that she will soon 
be releasing her first illustra- 
tion book: “I’d say my first 
passion was painting, but I 
like art in general,” she said. 


She further explained how 
she always liked painting; 
that was her forte, and 
then followed writing. Her 
mom 
made 
handmade 


art crafts from home, and 
she also had a lot of book 
to read: “despite our finan- 
cial struggle, the element 
of art was never missing at 
home. That was what kept 
fueling my passion,” she ex- 
pressed. 
In terms of her expecta- 
tions of this event, Garcia 
remarked that this event 
gave her confidence and 
opened her eyes to the art 
of poetry writing and how 
this really must be shared 
and 
discussed 
amongst 
artists. 


“To be completely honest, 
writing is a very solitary ac- 
tivity, and I normally don’t 
share in groups something 
that I feel is very personal to 


me. This event reminds you 
that writing is a social pro- 
cess, that you even have 
a duty to share your work. 
And really, I came to learn 
more,” she said. 


Wilson Alves Bezerras is a 
poet, teacher and transla- 
tor from Brazil, who during 
the last 20 years, has dedi- 
cated himself to educa- 
tion and the translation of 
Hispano-American 
litera- 
ture in Brazil. He was has a 
poetry novel and it’s his first 
time on Aruba. 


“Aruba is fascinating be- 
cause of its linguistics; you 
see traces of Portuguese, 
which is my mother tongue. 
Papiamento is a fascinat- 
ing language with traces of 
Spanish, Portuguese, Dutch 
and English, and for us from 
all the way in Brazil, it’s very 
interesting. The island is also 
very beautiful, the people 
are really friendly and I’m 
really enjoying my time 
here,” he expressed. 


Alves-Bezerras shared that 
he loved children’s stories 
from a young age and 
the idea that you can cre- 
ate a story with language 
and poetry. He has been 
an avid reader from child- 
hood; his father owned a 
newspaper kiosk and he 
would learn words from 
playing the puzzles that 
were in these papers. 


“University was nothing else 
than a way to maintain my 
childhood dreams and my 
relationship with literature 
and poetry,” he added. 


In terms of his expectations 
of the event, he explained 
that he finds the event fas- 
cinating, because this way 
he can exchange poetry 
with Caribbean and Latin- 
American poets, which is 
one of the only ways to 
keep poetry alive, he ex- 
pressed. 


“Unfortunately, poetry cir- 
culates poorly within the 
continent 
and 
meeting 
other poets is a singular 
possibility for us to make 
our work known, translated 
and edited,” he finalized.q 
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Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 BR WK # 19 room # 650 
Pool / ocean view 
27 weeks remain 10 can be ac- 
celerated 
Price :$ 8 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
ANN ARBOR, Mich. (AP) — 
With new and used cars still 
painfully expensive, Ryan 
Holdsworth says he plans to 
keep his 9-year-old Chevy 
Cruze for at least four more 
years. Limiting his car pay- 
ments and his overall debt 
is a bigger priority for him 
than having a new vehicle. 
A 35-year-old grocery store 
worker from Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan, Holdsworth 
would probably be in the 
market for a vehicle within 
a few years if not for the 
high cost. For now, it’s out 
of the question. 
“You’re not going to get 
one for a price you can af- 
ford,” he said. 
Holdsworth has plenty of 
company. Americans are 
keeping their cars longer 
than ever. The average 
age of a passenger vehicle 
on the road hit a record 
12.5 years this year, ac- 
cording to data gathered 
by S&P Global Mobility. Se- 
dans like Holdsworth’s are 
even older, on average 
13.6 years. 
Blame it mainly on the pan- 
demic, which in 2020 trig- 
gered a global shortage 
of automotive computer 
chips, the vital component 
that runs everything from 
radios to gas pedals to 
transmissions. The shortage 
drastically slowed global 
assembly 
lines, 
making 
new vehicles scarce on 
dealer lots just when con- 
sumers were increasingly 
eager to buy. 
Prices 
reached 
record 
highs. And though they’ve 
eased somewhat, the cost 
of a vehicle still feels pun- 
ishingly expensive to many 
Americans, 
especially 
when coupled with now 
much-higher loan rates. 


Mechanic Jon Guthrie inspects the underside of a 2014 Honda 
Ridgeline pickup truck at Japanese Auto Professional Service in 
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 


Associated Press 


Americans are holding on to their 
vehicles longer than ever 


Since the pandemic struck 
three years ago, the aver- 
age new vehicle has rock- 
eted 24% to nearly $48,000 
as of April, according to 
Edmunds.com. 
Typical 
loan rates on new-car pur- 
chases have ballooned to 
7%, a consequence of the 
Federal Reserve’s aggres- 
sive streak of interest rate 
hikes to fight inflation. 
It’s all pushed the nation- 
al average monthly auto 
loan payment to $729 pro- 
hibitively high for many. Ex- 
perts say a family earning 
the median U.S. household 
income can no longer af- 
ford the average new car 
payment and still cover 
such necessities as hous- 
ing, food and utilities. 
Used vehicle prices, on av- 
erage, have surged even 
more since the pandem- 
ic hit up 40%, to nearly 
$29,000. With an average 
loan rate having reached 
11%, the typical monthly 
used-vehicle payment is 
now $563. 
Faced with deciding be- 
tween making a jumbo 
payment 
and 
keeping 
their existing vehicles, more 


owners are choosing to 
stick with what they have, 
even if it means spending 
more on repairs and main- 
tenance. Auto mechanics 
have been struck by the 
rising ages and mileages of 
vehicles that now arrive at 
the shop in numbers they’d 
never seen before. 
“You see cars all the time in 
here with 250,000, 300,000 
miles,” said Jay Nuber, 
owner of Japanese Auto 
Professional Service, a re- 
pair garage near down- 
town Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
“They haven’t been really 
having major work or any- 
thing. They’ve just been 
doing the (routine) ser- 
vice.” It doesn’t mean that 
most owners of older ve- 
hicles are necessarily stuck 
with constant repair bills. 
One reason people can 
hold their vehicles for in- 
creasingly long periods is 
that auto manufacturing 
has improved over time. 
Engines run longer. Bodies 
don’t rust as quickly. Com- 
ponents last longer. 
Yet the cost of buying ei- 
ther a new or used vehicle 
is leaving more people with 
essentially no choice but to 
keep the one they have. q 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
del Pueblo: Tel. 582 1253 
San Lucas : Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR week 29 and 30 room # 
2508 
Garden view 
1 BR WK 31 room 2336 
Harbor/ ocean view 
Price : $ 10 K all 3 weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 BR WK # 34 ,35,36 
Room # 2518 
Harbor / ocean view 
Price : $ 10 K all 3 weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba. 
online 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 BR Ocean side $ 19 K 
2 BR Ocean view $ 18 K 
2 BR Garden view $ 17 K 
Gold season 
2 BR Ocean Front $ 18 K 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
1 BR Ocean View 
Price : $ 6,5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 16 room # 1432 
$4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 16 /17room # 1227 
$3,6 K each 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 17 room1232 $ 3,6 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1226 $ 3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 17/18 room1326 $ 4,5 


K each 


1 BR WK # 17 room # 1327 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1431 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room 1434 $ 4,5 K 
1 BR WK # 17 room1328 $ 4,5 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 BR WK # 18 room1330 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1335 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1333 $ 4500 
1 BR WK # 18 room1427 $ 4500 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Ambassador suites 


eagle beach 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1230 $3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1234 $3,6 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1329 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1426 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1428 $4,5 K 


1 BR WK # 19 room # 1432 $4,5 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1128 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1134 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1433 $4 K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1335 $4,5K 


1 BR WK # 20 room # 1428 $4,5K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 18/19 room # 1217 $ 7 


K each 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1511 $ 7,5 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1209 $ 5 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1219 $ 8 K 


2 BR WK # 18 room # 1317 $ 8 K 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1205 $ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1217 $ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1117 $ 7,5 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1109$6,6 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1201 $8,1 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1202 $ 8,1 K 


2 BR WK # 19 room # 1302 $ 8,8 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room # 1220 $ 6 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room # 1205$ 7 K 


2 BR WK # 20 room #1303 $8,8 K 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


HTTA 
Time - share resale and Condo 
are you interested in sell your 
timeshare 
Or condo in aruba 
Call the experts 37 years of do- 
ing honest 
Business on the islands 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Property land 
Palm Beach 771 m2 (8298,875 
sq feet) 
Prime location near a condo 
project 
5 min walk to palm beach 
Price : $ 252 ,800 american 
dollar 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Property land 
Washington Noord 9440 m2 
(101611,314 sq feet) 
Great for project 
Price: $ 1,9 Million american 
dollar 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 


Property land 
shaba Matadera Noord 
In a complex Commercial 
( Motel, Restaurant , Laundry, 
Mini Market) 
3500m2 (37673,686 sq feet) 
Price $ 700 K american dollar 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Condo 
Pearl eagle Beach 
2 BR , 2 bath $ 450 K 
Le Vent 
2 BR , 2 bath $ 1,2 Million 
Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
I’ve always liked Michael 
J. Fox and always will. I sus- 
pect most people feel the 
same way. 
That’s 
surely 
partly 
be- 
cause, as Marty McFly in 
“Back to the Future” and 
Alex P. Keaton in “Family 
Ties,” Fox was a fixture of 
so many childhoods. But 
there’s also a way that 
Fox remains forever boyish 
a charming pipsqueak, a 
plucky kid with a touch less 
confidence than he lets 
on. His sheer geniality and 
universal appeal has re- 
mained indomitable, even 
in the face of a degenera- 
tive brain disorder. 
“I’m a cockroach,” Fox 
says 
in 
Davis 
Guggen- 
heim’s glossy, entertaining 
and often affecting docu- 
mentary, “Still: A Michael J. 
Fox Movie.” 
In Guggenheim’s film, Fox 
recounts his life, career and 
arduous battle with Parkin- 
son’s disease, with which 
he was diagnosed at age 
29. The documentary, de- 
buting Friday on Apple TV+, 
does this through candid 
on-camera interviews with 
Fox along with narration 
read by the actor. 


And while there’s foot- 
age here of home mov- 
ies, much of Fox’s life story 
unspools on screen. Along 
with bits of reenactment, 
Guggenheim uses clips of 
Fox’s film and TV series to il- 
lustrate his off-screen life. 
And this is surprisingly ef- 
fective, in part because 
Fox’s screen presence has 
always been so genuine. 
Actors aren’t the parts they 


play but I think they always 
exude something innate 
about 
themselves. 
And 
more than that, a surpris- 
ing amount of Fox’s life has 
really happened in front of 
cameras. He met his wife, 
Tracy Pollan, on “Fam- 
ily Ties”; she played a love 
interest. His first symptoms 
came during the filming of 
“Doc Hollywood.” And for 
years after Fox’s diagnosis, 


he masked his increasing 
tics on “Spin City” by fidg- 
eting with props. But dra- 
matizing Fox’s life like this 
can also feel like a shallow 
gimmick. Instead, the most 
memorable images in “Still” 
are those of a present-day 
Fox 
in 
frame, 
speaking 
straight into the camera. 
The effects of Parkinson’s 
are visible but so is the jaun- 
ty, self-deprecating actor 


we’ve always known. After 
the continual mussing with 
his still-handsome head of 
curls, Fox begs the primpers 
to stop. “At at certain point, 
it is what it is,” he says. 
Again, it’s hard to shake the 
feeling that the Fox we see 
on screen is the real him. 
“Still” frames Fox’s story, 
maybe a little too neatly, 
as an arc from headlong 
movement 
to 
stillness. 
Fox’s rags-to-riches rise in 
Hollywood was meteoric 
and 
head-spinning. 
The 
Alberta-born actor landed 
“Family Ties” while penni- 
less and negotiated from 
the payphone of a Pioneer 
Chicken. From there on, it 
was movie deals, women 
and Ferraris. The diagno- 
sis knocked Fox sideways. 
The doctor, he recounts, 
laid out the odds: “You lose 
this game.” But after a pe- 
riod of heavy drinking, Fox 
says the disorder, despite 
sending tremors through his 
body, made him more pres- 
ent, stiller. Pollan and their 
children are surely a big 
reason for that. Fox is never 
so endearing as when he’s 
extolling the level-headed- 
ness of his wife: “I could be 
the King of England and 
she would be her.q 


By 
MARTINA 
REBECCA 
INCHINGOLO 
The Associated Press 
If, like many of us, you got 
burned trying to get tickets 
to the Jonas Brothers re- 
cent tour, their latest work 
“The Album” is a sweet 
consolation to keep your 
mind off it. 
The Jonas Brothers are all 
about love in their latest 
project. Married with kids, 
every lyric hides a nudge to 
their homes. And while their 
music is focused on that 
familiar tender feeling, the 
experimentation into new 
genres makes it more spe- 
cial and fresh. 
From the get-go with the 
track “Miracle” we are in- 
troduced by a sexy groove 
with show stopping high- 
pitched verses, while keep- 
ing that carefree vibe they 
are known for. 


Even romantic ballads gain 
extra spice, such as “Va- 
cation Eyes,” a track with 
great potential to be a first 
dance tune at weddings 
for the new generation. “I 
got vacation eyes, I’m gon- 
na have them for the rest of 
my life.” The upbeat drums 
and the use of a chromat- 
ic harmonica elevate the 
song, making it more en- 
gaging and amusing a jolli- 
fication of your classic, slow 
love track. 
The trio of Nick, Joe and 
Kevin released their single 
“Wings,” with “The White Lo- 
tus” actress and super fan 
Haley Lu Richardson lead- 
ing in a music video that re- 
sembles a “get ready with 
me” tutorial from heaven. 
Followed by their second 
early released single “Waf- 
fle House,” which focuses 
on the brothers’ competi- 


tive dynamic that every 
sibling knows way too well. 
“Headstrong father and a 
determined mother. Oh, 
that’s why some nights we 
try to kill each other.” 
In the lyrics the brothers re- 
veal that no matter what 
happens, everything will be 
figured out when we share 
a special ordinary moment 
with our loved ones. “Deep 
conversations at the waf- 
fle house,” they sing in the 
chorus. 
On the topic of love and 
family, there’s an impossi- 
ble to miss heartfelt acous- 
tic melody about father- 
hood and their baby girls, 
titled “Little Bird.” 
The brothers, who broke 
hearts all over the world 
as they said, ‘I do,’ reflect 
about that bittersweet mo- 
ment in the future when 
they will not be their girls’ 


No. 1 guy anymore. “Cause 
I know if I’m doing my job 
correct/ Nights like these 
will happen less/ So please 


just keep me in your heart/ 
When you fly into some- 
body else’s arms.”q 


This image released by Apple TV+ shows Michael J. Fox in a scene from the documentary “Still: A 
Michael J. Fox Movie.” 
Associated Press 


Review: In ‘Still,’ Michael J. Fox movingly tells his story 


This cover image released by Republic Records shows “The 
Album” by the Jonas Brothers. 


Associated Press 


Jonas Brothers’ ‘The Album’ is a summer hit for incurable romantics 
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By ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
ROME (AP) — Carlos Al- 
caraz didn’t see this one 
coming. How could he 
have? 
About to reclaim the No. 1 
ranking, Alcaraz was pret- 
ty much pushed off the 
court at the Italian Open 
by 135th-ranked Hungarian 
qualifier Fabian Marozsan 
6-3, 7-6 (4) in the third round 
on Monday. 
Alcaraz suffered his earliest 
defeat since October. 
He’d won 30 of 32 match- 
es this year and was on a 
12-match winning streak on 
clay after consecutive titles 
in Barcelona and Madrid. 
He secured a return to the 
top spot next week by win- 
ning his opening match in 
Rome. But he was caught 
off guard by how Marozsan 
dictated with spectacular 
play all over the court, in- 
cluding drop shots that Al- 
caraz had no answer for. 
“I just didn’t feel comfort- 
able. He made me feel 
uncomfortable on court,” 
Alcaraz said. “He was ag- 
gressive all the time. He was 
playing inside the baseline 
all the time. It was tough for 
me to get into the match, 
into the rally. I made a lot of 
mistakes that I usually don’t 
make too much.” 


The result means Alcaraz 
will go into the French Open 
which starts in less than two 
weeks and where he will be 
the top seed coming off a 
dispiriting defeat. 
Making matters even more 
surprising was that this is the 
first time Marozsan is play- 
ing in the main draw of an 
ATP tournament. 
“He surprise(d) me a lot. His 
level was really, really high,” 
Alcaraz said. “I’m sure he’s 
going to break the top 100 


very, very soon.” 
Marozsan posted his first vic- 
tories over top-100 players 
in the first two rounds when 
he beat No. 67 Corentin 
Moutet and 32nd-seeded 
Jiri Lehecka. 
“Everything 
was 
perfect 
today: 
The 
crowd, 
the 
weather, the court,” Ma- 
rozsan said after stunning 
the packed stadium on 
Campo Centrale. 
“I just try to do something 
special or winning a few 


games or maybe a set or 
something like this, and I 
just beat the world No. 1 
he’s our best in the sport.” 
Alcaraz led 4-1 in the tie- 
breaker but Marozsan won 
six straight points to close it 
out. 
“It’s amazing. I don’t know 
what happened during the 
points,” Marozsan said. “I 
just try to hit back every ball 
and try to do my best.” 
Late in the second set, Al- 
caraz tried firing himself up 


by yelling “Vamos” every 
time he won a significant 
point. But Marozsan just 
kept coming, unleashing 
an 82 mph (132 kph) back- 
hand winner up the line to 
conclude one point and 
winning several close ex- 
changes at the net. 
By the end, Marozan had 
twice as many winners as 
Alcaraz, 24 to 12, and far 
fewer unforced errors, 13 to 
24. 
“I couldn’t follow his level,” 
Alcaraz said. “He was at 
the same level the whole 
match. That is very, very dif- 
ficult. He deserves the win. 
If he plays at that level, he’s 
going to surprise more than 
one (player).” 
Marozsan will next face Bor- 
na Coric, who continued 
his solid form on clay by 
beating Roberto Carballes 
Baena 7-6 (3), 6-1. At the 
Madrid Open last week, 
Coric reached the semi- 
finals before losing to Al- 
caraz. 
Also, Monte Carlo Masters 
champion Andrey Rublev 
defeated Alejandro Da- 
vidovich Fokina 7-6 (8), 
6-3 and will next play Ger- 
man qualifier Yannick Han- 
fmann, who beat former 
French Open semifinalist 
Marco Cecchinato 6-4, 4-6, 
6-3.q 


Fabian Marozsan returns the ball to Carlos Alcaraz at the Italian Open tennis tournament, in Rome, 
Monday, May 15, 2023. 


Associated Press 


Alcaraz stunned by Hungarian qualifier at Italian Open 


By MARK ANDERSON 
AP Sports Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Doyle 
Brunson, one of the most in- 
fluential poker players of all 
time and a two-time world 
champion, died Sunday, 
according to his agent. 
Brunson was 89. 
Brian Balsbaugh, Brunson’s 
agent, posted a statement 
on Twitter from the family. 
“It is with a heavy heart we 
announce the passing of 
our father, Doyle Brunson,” 
the statement read. “He 
was a beloved Christian 
man, husband, father and 
grandfather. 
We’ll 
have 
more to say over the com- 
ing days as we honor his 
legacy. Please keep Doyle 


and our family in your 
prayers. May he rest in 
peace.” 
Brunson, called the God- 
father of Poker and also 
known as “Texas Dolly,” 
won 10 World Series of 
Poker tournaments sec- 
ond only to Phil Hellmuth’s 
16. He also captured world 
championships in 1976 and 
1977 and was inducted into 
the Poker Hall of Fame in 
1988. 
He wrote a book called 
“Super System” in 1979, 
which was one of the first 
books to delve into poker 
strategy and created a 
lasting impact that helped 
bring many others to the 
game. 


Five-time 
WSOP 
winner 
Scotty 
Nguyen 
tweeted 
that he “can’t believe this 
day has come - you will 
always be held high in our 
hearts, the man, the myth, 
the legend & THE GOD- 
FATHER of poker baby! Mr 
Brunson, you made poker 
what it is baby! thank you 
for what you give to all of us 
baby! RIP Mr Doyle Brunson 
THE GODFATHER OF POK- 
ER.” 
His influence carried be- 
yond poker. 
“This one is a heartbreak- 
er,” actor James Woods 
tweeted. “Doyle Brunson, 
the greatest poker player 
who ever lived, has cashed 
in his chips. 


“Doyle was so kind and 
helpful to me. He was gra- 
cious to my late dear broth- 


er and every friend I intro- 
duced him to. A gentleman 
and a genuine legend.”q 


Doyle Brunson is pictured prior to play at the final table of the 
World Series of Poker on Nov. 8, 2011, in Las Vegas. 
Associated Press 


2-time world champion Doyle Brunson, called the Godfather of 
Poker, dies at 89 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The pitch 
clock has sped up baseball 
as hoped and it might be 
leading to more exciting 
endings, too. 
A quarter of the way 
through 
Major 
League 
Baseball’s first season with 
the pitch timer, relief pitch- 
ers seem to be bearing the 
most stress from it, with save 
conversions dropping to 
61.4% from 67.8% at a simi- 
lar point last season. 
The save percentage is 
near the bottom range of 
the past decade, which 
averaged 65.1%, MLB said 
Monday. The high was 70% 
in 2015 and the low 61% in 
the 
pandemic-shortened 
2020 season. 
“Whenever 
relievers 
are 
coming in, it’s mostly a 
stressful situation,” said To- 
ronto Blue Jays closer Jor- 
dan Romano, whose time 
between pitches dropped 
from to 14.8 seconds from 
20.5 last season. “It was 
nice before when you did 
have those extra few sec- 
onds. 
“Now you’ve just got to get 
your thoughts together and 
go,” the 2022 All-Star add- 
ed. “I haven’t noticed it 
too much but yeah, I guess 
in the times I’ve struggled, 
a couple extra seconds 
would have been nice.” 
The average time of nine- 
inning games fell to 2 hours, 
37 minutes from 3:05. That 


is on track to be the fastest 
since 1984 and would result 
in an everyday player be- 
ing on the field about 80 
fewer hours this season. 
Batting average is up 14 
percentage points for left- 
handed hitters and nine 
percentage points overall. 
Scoring has increased 8% 
and stolen bases are up 
40%. The clock has caused 
an average of 0.72 viola- 
tions per game. 
Just over a quarter of the 
season had been played 
through Sunday, 610 of 
2,430 scheduled games. 
There had been 307 saves 


in 500 save chances a 
10-year-high in opportuni- 
ties. 
Pitchers have 15 seconds 
to deliver a pitch with the 
bases empty and 20 sec- 
onds with runners on base, 
with a limit of two disen- 
gagements from the rub- 
ber per plate appearance. 
“I think back-end relievers, 
guys that have closed in 
the past, I think that’s been 
the biggest adjustment for 
them, just because they 
can’t 
reset,” 
Baltimore 
manager Brandon Hyde 
said. 
“There’s 
so 
much 
adrenaline, the moment’s 


so big at that point.” 
Starters have been impact- 
ed, too. Lucas Giolito of the 
Chicago White Sox has cut 
his time between pitches to 
16.4 seconds from 20.7. 
“It’s been useful for just like 
developing rhythm, not let- 
ting myself think too much 
and take too much time,” 
he said. “It’s like you’ve got 
to get the ball back and 
get it going and fire it. You 
can’t be overthinking.” 
Other rules added for this 
season also seem to be 
having 
intended 
results, 
including a limit on infield 
shifts that requires two in- 


fielders on either side of 
second base and within 
the outer boundary of the 
infield, as well as an in- 
crease in the size of bases 
to 18-inch squares from 15- 
by-15. 
The big league batting av- 
erage of .247 was up from 
.236 at this point last sea- 
son, when final average 
was .243. Offense usually 
increases in warmer sum- 
mer months, and last year’s 
first month was plagued 
by unusually cold and wet 
weather in a significiant 
number of cities. 
Left-handed batting aver- 
age is up 14 points to .245, 
and there are more runs 
per game (9.1 from 8.4) 
and stolen bases per game 
(1.4 from 1.0). 
The stolen base success 
rate of 78.4% was the high- 
est on record, up from 
74.1% at a similar point 
last year. “Pace of play, 
pro. Dislike everything that 
leads to more stolen bases, 
hate that,” said Cleveland 
pitcher Shane Bieber, the 
2020 AL Cy Young Award 
winner. “For myself, obvi- 
ously, but for catchers, as 
well, it sucks. People look 
at the stolen base rate and 
go directly to catchers, but 
there’s so much more that 
goes into it.” 
Of 437 timer violations, 
287 were called on pitch- 
ers (65.7%), 126 on batters 
(28.8%) and five on catch- 
ers (1.1%).q 


The Associated Press 
Buffalo Bills safety Damar 
Hamlin, who is working on 
his return to the field after 
having gone into cardiac 
arrest during a game in 
January, has been select- 
ed as the winner of the 
2023 George Halas Award. 
The Professional Football 
Writers of America on Mon- 
day announced the 55th 
winner of the award, which 
is given to an NFL player, 
coach or staff member 
who overcomes adversity 
to succeed. 
Hamlin went into cardiac 
arrest during a nationally 


televised game on Jan. 2 
after making a tackle on 
a Cincinnati Bengals re- 
ceiver. He got up but col- 
lapsed and had to be 
resuscitated on the field. 
The 24-year-old player was 
taken to the University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center 
in critical condition and 
spent a week there before 
being flown to Buffalo for 
further treatment. He was 
released Jan. 11. 
He said last month that his 
doctors 
have 
conclud- 
ed that a hit to the chest 
caused his heart to stop. 
The rare condition called 


commotio cordis occurs 
when a severe blow to the 
chest causes the heart to 
quiver and stop pumping 
blood efficiently, leading to 
sudden cardiac arrest. 
Hamlin has been cleared 
to resume playing and 
took part in the Bills’ volun- 
tary workout program last 
month. 
The other Halas finalists 
were Giants running back 
Saquon Barkley, 49ers run- 
ning back Christian McCaf- 
frey, Commanders running 
back Brian Robinson Jr. and 
Seahawks 
quarterback 
Geno Smith.q 


The pitch clock is visible as Baltimore Orioles starting pitcher Dean Kremer winds up to deliver 
during the sixth inning of a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox, April 24, 2023, in Baltimore, 
Md. 
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MLB’s new pitch clock may be leading to more blown saves 


Buffalo Bills’ Damar Hamlin speaks in front of University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center staff during the NFL Honors award 
show ahead of the Super Bowl 57 football game, Thursday, Feb. 
9, 2023, in Phoenix. 
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Damar Hamlin honored with PFWA Halas Award 


